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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ETRN, QA, BA, KU, MU, TC 

SUBJECT: QATAR MAY ESTABLISH NATIONAL SHIPPING LINE. 

REF: KUWAIT 1953 

1 . GOQ OFFICIAL HAS TOLD US AMIR IS CONSIDERING POSSI- 
BILITY OF QATAR NATIONAL SHIPPING LINE AS ALTERNATIVE TO 
PARTICIPATION IN PROPOSED GULP SHIPPING COMPANY (REPTEL). 
ACCORDING TO OPPICIAL, ALCAN (CANADA) HAS COMPLETED PIRST 
STAGE OP FEASIBILITY STUDY AND IS NOW PREPARING RECOM- 
MENDATIONS ON SCOPE OP OPERATIONS AND TYPE AND SIZE OP 
SHIPS THAT SHOULD BE PURCHASED. 

2. OFPICIAL SAID THAT BOTH QTE FINANCIAL AND POLITICAL 
UNQTE ISSUES ARE RESPONSIBLE POR LACK OP PROGRESS TOWARD 
PORMATION OF GULF SHIPPING COMPANY. PRINCIPAL STUMBLING 
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BLOCK STILL SEEMS TO BE OPPOSITION ON PART OF LOWER GULF 
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STATES TO KUWAITI PARTICIPATION. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION BY EMBOFF, OFFICIAL SAID THAT 
AMIR HAS NOT COMMITTED HIMSELF TO FORMATION OF A NATIONAL 
SHIPPING LINE NOR HAS HE RULED OUT POSSIBILITY OF QATARI 
PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL COMPANY. ACCORDING SOURCE, 

NO DECISION IS LIKELY TO BE MADE UNTIL FEASIBILITY STUDY 
IS COMPLETED SEVERAL MONTHS FROM NOW. 

KUBISCH 
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